April 12, 2011

heinous crimes of violence against
women and children, and they high-
light the feckless enforcement of laws
to protect civilians against torture and
other forms of cruel, inhumane, or de-
grading treatment or punishment.
Taken together with related reports on
human trafficking and freedom of reli-
gion, these particular reports on
human rights provide keen insights
into the state of our world in which we
live today.

Mr. Speaker, even as we consider
these sobering matters, let us also rec-
ognize with due humility that the
struggle here in the United States for
the right to life, the most basic of
human rights, particularly for unborn
persons as well as the terminally ill
and elderly and those suffering from
cognitive disabilities that render their
deplorable marginalization as ‘‘vegeta-
bles” even in our most esteemed med-
ical, political, and social circles, is a
very deep problem that we must wres-
tle with here in our own country. Yet
we have one basic advantage. This Na-
tion has learned through bitter experi-
ence that self-determination and rea-
soned discourse are far more powerful
engines of growth and prosperity than
subjugation by the nature of a police
state. Sadly, too many countries in the
international community lag signifi-
cantly in the development of this fun-
damental ideal, that of the notion of a
people having a basic say, having a
voice, in shaping the governments
under which they live and the ability
to shape their own futures according to
transcendent and universal norms of
justice.

Over the past year, as natural disas-
ters summon us to compassion for peo-
ple in Japan, New Zealand, Chile,
China, Colombia, Haiti, Iceland, Indo-
nesia, and Pakistan, as well as other
nations ravaged by violent storms, in-
cluding our own, we are witnessing an-
other upheaval, a remarkable up-
heaval, in an important world region
which calls for our focused attention.
The Arab Spring movement has been
driven by individuals joining their
voices, motivated by a common thirst
to realize their human potential and
the desire to secure a decent operating
space within civil society. This move-
ment is emblematic of lessons learned
throughout the centuries. History has
shown us that rule by suppression in
its various forms and degrees is very
difficult to sustain over the long term,
particularly now with the opportunity
we have for the sharing of ideals and
principles. State-sanctioned force and
coercion against the innocent, in var-
ious manifestations, has tended to
backfire against their enforcers and
enablers sooner or later.

The human rights reports challenge
today’s leaders to shake off the archaic
and destructive patterns of abuse that
foster so much needless human misery,
sapping the productivity and vitality
of countless millions, perhaps hundreds
of millions, Mr. Speaker, in our world
today. However, as useful as these re-
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ports are, they do not tell the full
story. As the difficult work of societal
transformation begins for newly en-
franchised citizens in the key countries
of Egypt and Tunisia, for instance,
many people throughout the world, in
places like China and North Korea and
Iran, continue to suffer silently with
no one to tell their story, with no one
to document their plight, far from the
gaze of cameras that convey real-time
images for all the world to see.

But these reports hold an important
message for us as well. In this inter-
dependent world of shared technology,
shared communication, travel, and
commerce, we have failed to recognize
a shared vision of justice. The United
States is constantly called upon by the
nations of the world to stand up
against the forces of brutality. We are
constantly called upon to engage in all
matters of complexity that are causing
human misery, which are really due to
three factors: the generosity of the
American taxpayer; the philosophical
ideals that govern us and which do not
allow us to sit by idly when we see
human misery and suffering; and the
fact that we are an exceptional and
unique superpower. Though other na-
tions are growing in economic
strength, given our philosophical ideals
and our historic role as that excep-
tional superpower, it is a bit ironic
that the world still turns to us, even
though many other economies are
growing very, very rapidly, when peo-
ple cry out for justice.

So, Mr. Speaker, it is time to elevate
at the table of dialogue and negotia-
tion basic norms of human dignity and
the governmental structures which
nurture and protect that dignity. Let
those norms sit alongside the negotia-
tions over trade, commerce, and secu-
rity, for this is ultimately more valu-
able than any economic gain, which is
transient and passing. I believe it is
time to focus on the permanent things,
those which last, which will be the leg-
acy we will leave to the future of our
country and to the future of the world.

With that, I yield back the balance of
my time.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. CULBERSON (at the request of Mr.
CANTOR) for today on account of family
medical reasons.

Mr. REICHERT (at the request of Mr.
CANTOR) for today and April 13 on ac-
count of family reasons.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Mr. Speaker, 1
move that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 27 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow,
Wednesday, April 13, 2011, at 10 a.m. for
morning-hour debate.
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EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

1218. A letter from the Acting Congres-
sional Review Coordinator, Department of
Agriculture, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Importation of Horses From
Contagious Equine Metritis-Affected Coun-
tries [Docket No.: APHIS-2008-0112] (RIN:
0579-AD31) received March 29, 2011, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Agriculture.

1219. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Defense, transmitting a letter on the
approved retirement of Lieutenant General
Benjamin R. Mixon, United States Army,
and his advancement to the grade of lieuten-
ant general on the retired list; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

1220. A letter from the Legan Information
Assistant, Department of the Treasury,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Prohibited Service at Savings and Loan
Holding Companies; Reinstitution of Expira-
tion Date of Temporary Exemption [Docket
No.: 0TS-2010-0036] (RIN: 1550-AC14) received
March 25, 2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Financial
Services.

1221. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting the first progress report of the im-
plementation of Section 3507 of the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act of 2010;
to the Committee on Education and the
Workforce.

1222. A letter from the Office of Exemption
Determinations, Department of Labor, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule —
Amendment to Prohibited Transaction Ex-
emption (PTE) 96-23 for Plan Asset Trans-
actions Determined by In-House Asset Man-
agers [Application Number D-11221] (ZRIN:
1210-ZA09) received April 4, 2011, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Education and the Workforce.

1223. A letter from the Policy Advisor/
Chief, Wireless Telecommunications Bureau,
Federal Communications Commission, trans-
mitting the Commission’s final rule —
Amendment of the Amateur Service Rules to
Facilitate Use of Spread Spectrum Commu-
nications Technologies [WT Docket No.: 10-
62] received March 28, 2011, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

1224. A letter from the Director, Office of
Congressional Affairs, Nuclear Regulatory
Commission, transmitting the Commission’s
final rule — Control of Electroslag Weld
Properties [Regulatory Guide 1.34] (Revision
1) March 30, 2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

1225. A letter from the Chairman, Pension
Benefit Guaranty Corporation, transmitting
the Corporation’s Semiannual Report from
the Office of the Inspector General and the
Director’s Semiannual Report on Manage-
ment Decisions and Final Actions on Office
of Inspector General Audit Recommenda-
tions, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. app. (Insp. Gen.
Act), section 8G(h)(2); to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

1226. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Economic Impact and Diversity, De-
partment of Energy, transmitting the Com-
mission’s annual report for Fiscal Year 2010
prepared in accordance with Section 203 of
the Notification and Federal Employee Anti-
discrimination and Retaliation Act of 2002
(No FEAR Act), Public Law 107-174; to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.
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